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the authorities. The temptation to appeal to their small
audiences by constantly commenting on current affairs
was too great. In 1605 they had produced Eastward Ho!,
a play written by Jonson, Mars ton and Chapman, in which
they even had the impudence to mimic King James's
Scots accent; it caused considerable trouble. In 1608 they
offended unforgivably. Chapman wrote a play called The
Conspiracy and Tragedy of Charles, Duke oj Byron, which
dealt with the rebellion and death of the Duke in Paris.
It was recent history, and concerned living persons. Chap-
man even brought on the stage the reigning French King,
Henri IV, together with his Queen and his mistress. In
one scene the Queen was shown boxing the cars of her
rival. The French Ambassador protested, and the Boys
were forbidden to act the play. Soon afterwards, when
the Court had left London, they disobeyed this order. As
a result the Company was dissolved. Evans and his part-
ners in the Blackfriars were now left with an empty play-
house on their hands, and they asked the Burbages to
release them from their agreement.

The King's Men welcomed the chance. Conditions had
changed considerably in the last eleven years, and there
was no longer any serious opposition to the players
occupying the Blackfriars playhouse. Moreover, the Globe
Theatre was found to have its drawbacks. It was built on
marshy ground, which in winter became very muddy.
Accordingly, in August 1608, Richard Burbage brought
into partnership his brother Cuthbert, Shakespeare, Hem-
ings, Condell and Sly, and his former tenant Evans. They
took over the private playhouse for winter use, and, in